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Preface
The first three chapters of this booklet were written for the fortieth
anniversary of the church in 2012. Some of the material has since been
edited and a fourth chapter has been added to include the past ten years.
Special thanks to all those who faithfully support the ministry of Bible
Baptist Church. It would be impossible to include a list of everyone who
has contributed or been a part of Bible Baptist Church during the past fifty
years, but please know that your time at Bible Baptist has been
appreciated. May the Lord bless you for your generosity and service.
For fifty years Bible Baptist Church has endeavored to impact our
community, families, and the individuals of Perry County and the
surrounding area for Jesus Christ. It is our desire to continue to have the
following impacts.

To the praise of God’s Glory!

Bible Baptist Church History
By Bobby Cless and Perry Kile
After the merger of the Evangelical United Brethren church with the
Methodist church, programs were initiated, and things began to take place
within the conference that were not seen as being scriptural in the eyes of
some members. As a result of the differences created by these changes,
several families began leaving; however, these families kept in touch with
each other. Then one day God revealed His plan that a work should be
done in this area for Him. Brother Don Shatto took hold of the leadership
role and with the Lord’s help and each family working together, a new
church was born.

Chapter I
The Early Years
The early years were characterized by faith in God’s will and plan for a new
church. It was a continual struggle to find a place to meet, a pastor to preach, and
people to join, but God was faithful as the church saw many answers to prayer.

In 1972, God laid it upon the hearts of a small group of people to start
an independent Bible-believing church in this area, a church that would be
free from any denominational or governmental rule; a church that would
teach the doctrines of the Bible and preach the message of salvation to the
souls of every man, woman and child that would hear; a church where a
man or woman could come and worship the true and living God.
On August 19, 1972, the first meeting was held in one of the homes to
discuss and make plans for this work. Pastor James Joyner was present.
The small group entered into prayer to seek the help and guidance of the
Lord in all matters. After much discussion, it was decided to hold the first
service on Sunday afternoon, August 20, in the Shermans Dale community
building to hear Pastor Joyner preach and teach. After the evening service,
a short meeting was held to vote whether or not to accept Brother Joyner
as pastor. It was agreed that Pastor Joyner be called as the first pastor of
the church. This small group of people consisted of six families, Don and

Martha Shatto, Bob and Betty Cless, Mervin and Elsie Gibble, Luther and
Mildred Fisher, Ray and Bonnie Snyder, and George and Jane Mentzer.
The by-laws of the community building stated that no religious group
could meet on a regular basis; therefore, the church had to find a new
location. The church next met in a cow barn, but with darkness coming
earlier and no electricity it was decided to meet in each other’s homes.
Attendance was now averaging fourteen on Sunday mornings and sixteen
on Sunday evening and Wednesday evening. The first offering was $53.
As the weeks passed the church began to look for a building to meet in.
The response of the community was, “Why another church? We already
have five churches in the area. We don’t need another church. It won’t
last very long. You’ll be stealing from the other churches.”
In the first two months Satan seemed to be attacking from all sides.
Pastor Joyner resigned to take another work and the church temporarily
stopped meeting following the service on November 8. The church stayed
together, however, and took time to pray for God’s direction. Pastor Cass
Santos of Bible Baptist Church in Shiremanstown came to the aid of the
church and services resumed on December 10 with several pastors serving
as guest speakers. At this time, one tenth of all church income was set
aside for mission’s work and the people chose the name of Shermans Dale
Bible Church. The first communion service was held on Christmas Eve.
A door was laid on its side to be the
communion table and the people used plastic
cups in participating in the Lord’s Supper.
Pastor Santos also made a recommendation
about one of his young men, Joe Shepherd,
who was finishing Bible College, that might
be interested in working with the church. Mr.
Shepherd met with the church and after
preaching, was accepted by unanimous vote as
Pastor on December 31. Pastor Santos once
again helped the church in graciously setting
up Pastor Joe Shepherd’s ordination. The
Pastor Shepherd
church began to pay Pastor Shepherd $20 a
February 1973
week.

Because the people had come from a Methodist background, they
needed to be baptized by emersion and Pastor Santos allowed the church
to use his baptistery. He also gave the church a copy of his church’s
constitution and by-laws to help the church draw up their own constitution.
His church also sent a financial gift to help with the work and Pastor Santos
kept in touch to make sure the new church didn’t get off track. He was a
great help and we as a church want to say thank you Pastor Santos for
standing by our side in time of need.
The Lord was good and
continued to bless the work
of the church. A constitution
and covenant were drawn up
and the church filed for
Articles of Incorporation as a
non-profit organization in the
State of Pennsylvania as the
Bible Baptist Church of
Charter Members - February 1973
Luther Fisher, Ray Snyder, George
Shermans Dale. The period
Mentzer, Ken Saltzsberg, Mervin
for charter membership was
Gibble, Joseph Shepherd, Bobby Cless,
closed December 31 and the
Donald Shatto, Mildred Fisher, Jane
new constitution was adopted Mentzer, Bonnie Saltzberg, Elsie Gibble,
Martha Shatto, Betty Cless
on January 9, 1973.
The visitation program was very fruitful. It was the responsibility of
each family to host the visitation for one month in their area and to set up
each visit. As the men would pair up in twos to go out, the ladies would
stay in the home and pray for the men and for souls to be saved. The ladies
would prepare a snack and have a time of rejoicing when the men came
back from visiting and shared their experiences. It was also exciting for
Pastor Shepherd.
With much prayer and the Lord’s help, the church was finally able to
rent a store front building in Shermans Dale. The church was able to use
the building until April at which time the owner needed it for his spring
business displays. As April neared, the church began looking for another
place to meet. After much prayer, the men decided to contact the Seventh
Day Adventist Church, because they only used the building on Saturday
and the possibility was that the Bible Baptist Church could use it on

Sunday and Wednesday nights. Contact was made and the Lord allowed
the church to rent the basement for $40 a month starting in April. The
church really began to take root and grow, and it wasn’t long until more
space was needed. The men once again contacted the Seventh Day
Adventist Church Board and permission was given to rent the entire
building for $120 a month starting in September.
The church was also looking for a piano player and the Lord
graciously answered their prayers. While looking through a book called
“God is the Answer,” published by The Cathedral of Tomorrow, Brother
Cless saw a picture of Jim and Charlotte Weible. Underneath the picture
it stated that the Weibles were searching for a Bible believing church in
the area. Brother Cless and Brother Shatto went to visit Jim and Charlotte
and shared with them what God was doing in the new work and the need
for a piano player. Jim played two numbers on the piano and agreed to
come and visit the church. The next Sunday Brother Wieble and his family
were present, and he began to play the piano for the church. He also started
a choir and was faithful at the keyboard until God called him home.
Brother Weible’s home-going took place in 1983 when he suffered a heart
attack while driving a tractor on the current church property.
In March 1973, the church began supporting their first missionary,
Amos and Sally Kitner of Trans World Radio for $15 a month. In August
1973 a second missionary was added, Bob and Phyllis Hogerwolf of Trans
World Radio, also at $15 a month. As the Lord blessed the church’s
missions giving, additional missionaries were added.
In addition to missions, the Lord laid it upon Brother Cless’s heart to
start a bus ministry to reach boys and girls in the community. The men
began looking for a bus but could not find one they could afford. Finally,
they found a bus at Wolfington Bus Company in Liverpool, but the owner
indicated it had oil in the radiator and probably needed a new engine. After
praying about it, Brother Cless decided to check the bus out more closely.
Upon inspection he determined that there was a crack in the radiator, and
someone had added sealant into the radiator to try and fix the leak, so he
went ahead and purchased the bus. The bus company allowed him to pull
the bus into their garage in order to get it in working order to drive it home.
After cleaning the spark plugs and getting the bus running, it was parked
in Mervin Gibble’s wagon shed for further repairs. The exhaust system

was rusted out and needed to be
replaced and the stair steps onto
the bus were rusted out. The
bus also needed new tires.
After checking with several
junk yards, four summer tires
were located in Harrisburg
from a gentleman who wanted
to put four winter tires on the
rear of his truck. With Brother
Cless as the driver and the
Gibbles as bus captains, the bus route was started.
About this time the church started holding a summer Vacation Bible
School which was a great success with a good number of children in
attendance and several children saved. The church continued to grow with
the pastor and men going out on visitation every week.

CHAPTER II
The Building Years
As God blessed, the church grew, and it was clear that the church would need a
property and building of its own if the church was to continue to grow and prosper.
This was an exciting time in the history of the church, but one that required faith
in God to provide as there were many obstacles to overcome.

The church began looking for a parcel of land in the area upon which
to build in the future. The men looked at several parcels, but the Lord
seemed to shut each door. As the weeks passed it was noted that a parcel
of land off route 274 at Mecks Corner was available. The men decided to
go and look at the property. When they arrived, the field was grown up in
weeds, brush, and pine trees. To check out the property, they had to crawl
on their hands and knees to get through the pines because the limbs had
grown down to the ground. Don Shatto, who was a pilot, flew Pastor
Shepherd over the property to get a bird’s eye view. The church prayed
about the property and then contacted the owner regarding the price and
amount of acreage. The tract of land consisted of land on both sides of
Windy Hill Road. It was agreed upon that the church did not want all that
acreage, so inquiry was made as to selling the land on the west side of
Windy Hill Road. The owner gave it some thought and contacted the
church with a price of $13,000 for an estimated twelve and a half acres of
land. The church countered with an offer of $12,500 and then agreed upon
$12,700 if the land passed the county perk test. The men got their tools
together and began to cut a path into the pines. A spot was chosen for the
test and the holes were dug for the inspector. Unfortunately, the land did
not pass, but the men learned the process and more holes were dug and
tested by the men. Holes that seemed to drain properly were marked and
when enough holes were found that were good enough, the inspector was
called back to do the test a second time. Praise the Lord, the land passed
the perk test, but Satan was still at work. As inspection was made of the
land, there was a question about the type of ground and the seepage of
water. After some discussion permission was granted to build and by July
1973 the testing was complete.
The church then began making contacts to get a loan to purchase the
land. It took a while to obtain the money, but the Lord was faithful and

kept his hand on the property as it did not sell. In January 1974 the church
obtained a loan, and the property was purchased for $12,700. It was also
surveyed and determined to be thirteen point seven acres instead of twelve
and a half.
Pastor Shepherd resigned as pastor in December 1973 and Russ
Zeigler was called as pastor in January 1974. Pastor Zeigler served until
June 1974. Donald Gates then served as pastor through July 1974. With
the coming of spring, the men began to clear some of the land and cut pine
trees. By August, the church was once again looking for a pastor, but the
church continued to move
forward, and the Lord
continued to bless. Pastor
Shepherd then agreed to return
as Pastor in October 1974.
More pine trees were cut, and
the wood was sold for
pulpwood. The pine limbs
were also gathered and sold for
starting fires. In September
1975, Pastor Shepherd left and
John Caruthers served as
interim pastor starting in
October. Search was made for
a full-time pastor and Pastor
Frank Hall was invited to
speak on November 24, 1975.
After speaking, a vote was
taken to call Pastor Hall
beginning January 1, 1976.
Pastor Hall agreed to accept
the position but could not
make the move until after their
child was born.
Pastor
Caruthers agreed to continue
as interim through March
1976.

Work was now begun to
place a home on the new
property for the pastor. A
driller was contacted to drill
the well. The driller came and
set up and started to drill. At
one hundred feet he stopped
and told the men that he did
not find any water. He said he
didn’t think there was any use
to drill any farther. The men
told him they would have a
time of prayer and let him
know what to do. After a
season of prayer, the Lord led
the men to have the driller drill
another hundred feet. Still no
water was found. The driller
was ready to tear down and move out. He said, “You folks need enough
water to supply the church and the preacher, but I have not gotten enough
water to wash the preacher’s face.” He didn’t want to see the church spend
any more money for nothing. The men asked him not to leave until they
called the people together for another time of prayer. The church prayed
and told the Lord that it was His church and if He wanted the church to be
built, He would have to supply the water. The
Lord led the men to drill another hundred feet.
The drilling was resumed and at two hundred
sixty-two feet the driller hit more water than he
knew what to do with. He then drilled another
twenty feet making the well two hundred eightytwo feet deep. Praise the Lord, the church has
all the water it needs.
More trees were cut to make room for a
septic tank and house trailer. The septic system
was completed, and a search was made for a
Frank & Judy Hall
trailer. One of the men had a son-in-law who had

just built a new house and was interested in selling his trailer. The men
looked at the trailer and purchased it for $2,500 plus an additional $140
for the appliances. By April 1976, Pastor Hall had moved into the area
and was preaching and teaching the Baptists at the Seventh Day Adventist
Church. The arrival of Pastor Hall marked a transition in the church as
many of the leadership responsibilities shifted from the men of the church
to the pastor. God continued to bless as souls were saved and the church
continued to grow. The trailer arrived in May and the water and electric
were hooked up.
In August the septic system
was hooked up and lumber was
brought in to build a porch on
the front of the trailer. Once
again Satan was at work as the
township determined that the
trailer was too close to the
property line. Upon inspection
it was found that the township was measuring from the trailer to the edge
of the road, but the men were quick to remind the inspectors that the
property line was the center of the road. While the inspectors were initially
satisfied, they then decided that the porch on the front of the trailer was
within the restricted distance. Fortunately, the porch was only sitting
against the trailer and not attached to it, thus the township restriction did
not apply.
A second bus was rented to start a second bus route and Pastor Hall
also started a soul winning course with materials from Liberty Baptist
College. Many of the people participated in the course. The church
continued to grow to the point where there wasn’t enough room for the
Sunday School classes, so one of the classes was held on one of the buses.
More souls were saved and baptized over the winter and by the spring of
1977 the church was about full to capacity at the Seventh Day Adventist
Church, so Pastor Hall and the men decided it was time to start a building
program. The men decided not to have soup sales, cookie sales, yard sales,
or to go out into the community to seek funds to build the church. They
had faith that the Lord would provide. Much prayer and effort were put
into it and the Lord answered prayer. A number of meetings were held to

determine the location and size of the church building. The trees were cut
and dragged to the front yard where the men cut them to sell for paper
wood. The brush was piled onto two big piles and then burned. Permits,
a building contractor, and many other details had to be taken care of before
the building could be started.
In October 1977, Pastor Hall
called a meeting and resigned as
pastor. The church did not want
to see him leave as he had done
much in leading the flock, but the
church had to accept it as the
Lord’s will and move on. Bryan
TenPenny was the next Pastor and
served the church from January
1978 to February 1980.
Brother Weible continued to lead the choir and play the piano and
Pastor TenPenny asked Linda McNeely Dougherty if she would consider
playing the organ. Brother Weible worked with Linda, and she has
continuously served as church organist for forty-four years.
Construction equipment arrived
on the property July 4, 1978, and a
ground-breaking ceremony was held
on July 9. Participating in the
ground-breaking ceremony were
Bobby Cless, Luther Fisher, Don
Shatto, Mervin Gibble, and Ray
Snyder.
Universal Construction
Company of Carlisle was contracted
to build the church with an expected
completion date of mid-November. It was encouraging and exciting to see
the walls going up, the baptistery being installed, and the steeple being
placed on the roof. The contractor allowed the men of the church to do
what they could to keep the cost down, such as painting the trim for the
contractor to install. To help furnish the church, members were given the
opportunity to purchase one or more pieces of furniture in memory of or
in honor of a relative or close friend. Although the interior was not fully

completed, the first service held in the new church building was the
Thanksgiving service in November 1978. The church was now averaging
one hundred seventy on Sunday morning, ninety on Sunday evening, and
fifty-five on Thursday night.
In February 1980, Pastor TenPenny resigned, and the church contacted
Pastor Frank Hall and asked him to consider coming back to the church to
serve as pastor. Pastor Hall agreed and returned to pastor the church in
May 1980. In the meantime, Bruce Hockenberry, a local pastor who was
semi-retired following a heart attack, helped fill the pulpit following Pastor
TenPenny’s resignation. He then served as an associate under Pastor Hall
until August 1982.

Now that the church was
settled at its new location, the
name of the church was
officially changed on June 4,
1980, from Bible Baptist Church
of Shermans Dale to Bible
Baptist
Church
of
New
Bloomfield. More land was
cleared, and the parsonage was built in 1980. The pavilion was added a
few years later to facilitate church picnics and other outdoor activities.
In 1980 Jim and Jeanette Eshleman came to the Lord through the bus
ministry outreach. That same year Brother Eshleman began assisting with
the bus ministry and served as a driver and bus captain for the next twentyseven years. During that time Brother Eshleman spent many hours on
visitation along with Brother John Knuth. One of the families they reached
for Christ was Steve and Rose Strauser.
David LaVanture had been
saved and then joined Bible Baptist
Church under the ministry of Pastor
Hall.
As a layman, Brother
LaVanture began to faithfully serve
the Lord and was serving as a deacon
when the Lord called him into fulltime Christian service. Brother
LaVanture sold his home and moved
his family to Tennessee Temple
University in Chattanooga, Tennessee, to prepare for the ministry.
In March 1986, Pastor Hall once again
resigned, and John Weatherby served as interim
pastor from May 1986 to August 1986 while a
search was made for a full-time pastor. In August
1986, Philip Vos was called as pastor. Pastor Vos
placed a strong emphasis on evangelism and soul
winning. As a result, the church experienced rapid
growth and many new families were added to the
church. An addition was added to the church in

1987 to provide auditorium overflow, additional classrooms, and rest
rooms, a youth room, and a larger study for the pastor.
Following the passing of Brother Weible in 1983, a number of
individuals assisted with the choir and music ministry, but apart from Mrs.
Dougherty at the organ, the music ministry lacked consistency and
leadership. Pastor Vos began earnestly praying for someone to lead the
music ministry. Each morning he would rise early and meet with one of
the deacons before they went to work to pray and ask God to provide such
a man. He even interviewed a number of candidates, but God did not give
him peace. Then in October 1989, Perry Kile and his wife Nancy visited
the church after moving into the area. Pastor Vos noticed that Brother Kile
was wearing a trumpet tie tack. Upon further questioning he found that
Brother and Mrs. Kile were both musicians. The Kiles joined the church
the last Sunday in October and immediately began working with the choir
to prepare the 1989 Christmas program. In January the church hired
Brother Kile as an administrative assistant to work with Pastor Vos in the
office, organizing and transitioning the church into the computer age,
while continuing to lead the choir and music ministry.
As the church continued to grow, it was clear that additional help was
needed to assist the pastor with the many increased responsibilities. In
June 1990, David LaVanture completed his studies at Tennessee Temple
and returned to Bible Baptist to serve as assistant pastor under Pastor Vos
and to assist with the youth ministry. It was during this time that Pastor
LaVanture became familiar with the Kiles and their ministry. In August
1991, Brother Kile completed his master’s degree and accepted a teaching
position in Virginia. A month later, Pastor Vos resigned as pastor to accept
a church in Hickory, North Carolina. The church then called Pastor
LaVanture to serve as the pastor starting in October 1991. In just a short
time the church had gone from two full-time pastors and a part-time
administrator to one pastor. It didn’t take long for Pastor LaVanture to
begin searching for an assistant to help with the ministry. The two primary
areas of concern were the youth and music ministries. Pastor LaVanture
was familiar with Brother Kile’s education and music background and the
Lord led the church to call Brother Kile as assistant pastor in June 1992.

Chapter III
The Next Generation
After twenty years, the church was now firmly established in the community, but
there were still many challenges ahead as Satan continued his fight against the
church. The next twenty years would usher in a period of stability and financial
growth.

As administrative assistant, Pastor Kile had initiated a Very Exciting
Bible School program in June 1990. The new program used an outdoor
site-based curriculum that utilized the entire property. Over the years God
has greatly blessed as the
Bible School program quickly
became one of the highlights
of the church calendar year.
The annual penny offering
quickly grew to a brick and
penny offering where the boys
and girls compete against each
other. All the funds raised are
given to missionaries. Since
1990 our cumulative Vacation
Bible School offering has
exceeded $129,000.
An effort was also made to develop the music ministry. In 1990 a twooctave set of handbells were purchased and donated to the church to start
a handbell choir. The Patch the Pirate children’s choir was added in
September 1992 with an instrumental program soon to follow. The choir
continued to provide anthems on a weekly basis along with several cantata
programs and an outdoor live nativity which ran from 1992-1995.
In 1994 a part-time secretarial position was added, and Mrs. Gloria
Stewart served as church secretary until moving to Ohio in 2008. Angela
Mattis was the next church secretary, serving from 2008 to 2009. A parttime custodial position was added in September 2004, a position which
has been continually filled by Brother Nelson Rinehart.

In January 1994, Pastor
LaVanture became ill and was
diagnosed with an inoperable
brain tumor. By March, his
condition had deteriorated, and his
home-going seemed imminent.
However, God intervened, and
Pastor LaVanture began to
respond to the various treatments
he was receiving. Then in September, symptoms began returning and it
was determined that the tumor was growing again. In God’s providence,
Pastor LaVanture went home to be with the Lord in March 1995. Pastor
Kile served as interim pastor as a search was made for a new pastor.
In October 1995, Pastor James God was
called to pastor the Bible Baptist Church. The
church had just endured a very tumultuous and
trying four-year period and was in need of
stability and experienced leadership, both of
which God provided through the ministry of
Pastor God.
Under Pastor God’s leadership, there was a
renewed emphasis on missions. The church
mission’s program had continued to grow over
the years and by 1996 was supporting thirty-two missionaries with an
annual mission’s budget of $47,000. Today the church supports fifty
missionaries with an annual mission’s budget of over $102,000. In
October 2007, Bible Baptist Church became the sending church for Dennis
and May Snelson, missionaries to Scotland. Eric and Bonnie Bowmaster
were also called into full time mission service under the ministry of Pastor
God.
As a teen, Eric Bowmaster attended Bible Baptist Church with his
family. After graduating from Penn State University, Eric surrendered to
full-time Christian service and attended Ambassador Baptist College for
his training. Today Eric and Bonnie are assisting with a church planting
ministry in Maine.

It is truly amazing to see
what God has done over the past
forty years. We give God all the
Honor, Glory, and Praise for
this church. The Lord has done
great things here at Bible
Baptist Church. Many souls
have been saved and added to
the church, lives have been
changed, commitments have
been made, and men and women have committed themselves to full-time
Christian service and gone on to Bible College. Again, we want to thank
the Lord for what He has done here at Bible Baptist Church. Our motto
has always been and continues to be, “God’s work, done in God’s way,
will never lack God’s supply.”
We are grateful to the many pastors that God has provided to lead the
work as well as the many men and women who have sacrificially given of
their time, effort, and finances to
support the ministry of Bible Baptist
Church. By God’s grace and with
your help, we trust that Bible Baptist
Church will continue for many years
to come as a lighthouse to the
community, that all the world may
know that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Chapter IV
The Next Ten Years
Following the 40th anniversary of the church, the Lord continued to bless, and the
church continued to prosper. During the next ten years additional improvements
were made to the property and various projects were completed.

Because the fellowship was too small to comfortably accommodate
the entire church family, the church held picnics and fellowships outside
amidst the pines and later under the pavilion. When fellowships were held
inside, the food was set on tables in the hallway and the traffic flow was
one way only. For many years the leadership of the church had considered
different possibilities regarding additional fellowship space. In 2016, the
Lord finally led the construction of a new fellowship hall on the north end
of the church. This addition not only provided much needed fellowship
space, but also provided handicap access to the basement. Joe
McNaughton Construction was hired to construct the new addition at a
cost of $357,242.

At the same time, it was determined that many of the pine trees were
diseased and dying and needed to be removed to further clean up the
property. The removal of the trees, the addition of the fellowship hall,
along with the corresponding storm water management plan required by
the Department of Environmental Protection, completely changed the
landscape of the church property as the church in the pines was no longer
in the pines. The DEP portion of the project cost another $39,000.

In the process of removing the pine trees, the parsonage drain line was
damaged, causing the drain to fail, and flooding the parsonage basement
with rainwater. Since the parsonage was built in 1980, the decision was
made to completely remodel the basement and upstairs bathrooms, adding
a central heating and air unit and to repaint and refloor the upstairs rooms.
The remodel cost $105,670. Because this was an unanticipated expense
and funds on hand were low due to the recent fellowship hall addition and
corresponding DEP project, a loan was secured to help cover the expense.
The loan was paid off in March 2022.
A bus garage was built in
2020
by
McNaughton
Construction at a cost of
$22,478.
With
the
completion of the fellowship
hall and bus garage, the time
had come to pave the parking
lot. Findley Construction was
awarded the contract at a cost
of $49,500. A year later B&B
Sealcoat was hired to sealcoat

all the pavement at a cost of $5,377. A new LED sign was installed in
2021 at a cost of $35,612, bringing the new construction to a conclusion.
In March 2020, the COVID-19
pandemic arrived, closing all
services of the church through the
end of May. In an effort to continue
to provide a quality worship
opportunity, the church began
recording services and posting them
online. As the pandemic continued,
live-streaming equipment was added, and the audio and internet
capabilities were upgraded to enable the live-streaming of services. In
June, Sunday morning services were resumed. In April 2021, the
Wednesday night services resumed, followed by the Sunday evening
service in September 2021. Sunday school was finally resumed in April
2022. Live-streaming continues to provide an online worship experience
for those who are unable to attend the services.
Pastor God became ill with COVID in August 2020, which depleted
his strength. By August 2021, Pastor God’s strength had not returned, and
he announced his retirement, effective December 31, 2021. Pastor God
faithfully served the Lord for over fifty years, twenty-six of those years at
Bible Baptist Church.
After twenty-nine and a half years of ministry
as the assistant pastor, the church called Pastor
Kile to serve as pastor, effective January 1, 2022.
In order to enable Pastor Kile to assume the
responsibilities of senior pastor, the decision was
made to revive the part-time secretary position to
assist with the office duties. Mrs. Kile had already
determined to retire at the end of the school year
and was hired to fill the secretarial position in June
2022. Pastor and Mrs. Kile have faithfully served
the Lord together for many years through the youth and music ministries
and now they are working together to lead the church as we look forward
to the years ahead.

With the transition of leadership and the end of the COVID pandemic,
it has been a blessing to see ministries continue or resume. Our current
ministries include children’s ministries (nursery, Sunday school,
children’s church, master’s club, Patch choir, vacation Bible school),
youth ministry, adult ministries (A/V ministry, maintenance, senior saints,
young adult), men’s ministries (Bible study/prayer breakfast, ushers,
finances, safety), ladies’ ministries (ladies fellowship, kitchen ministry),
and music ministries (choir, handbells, orchestra, special music,
keyboards).
As we conclude fifty years of ministry, it is a blessing to see the next
generation continuing the work of the Lord here at Bible Baptist. Young
adults who grew up in the church are now a vital part of the ministry and
are serving in numerous capacities. In addition, there are those who have
moved out of the area and are currently serving the Lord in local churches
throughout the country. Only the Lord knows how many people have been
touched by the ministry of Bible Baptist Church over the past fifty years
and how many people have helped or been a part of the church’s ministry.
By God’s grace it is our prayer that the church will continue to grow and
prosper, that souls might be saved, and that the church will be faithful until
the return of Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

History of Pastors
Part-Time Pastors
Jim Joyner
Joseph Shepherd
Russ Zeigler
Donald Gates
Joseph Shepherd
John Caruthers

October 1972 – November 1972
December 1972 – December 1973
January 1974 – June 1974
June 1974 – July 1974
October 1974 – September 1975
October 1975 – March 1976

Full-Time Pastors
Frank Hall
Bryan TenPenny
Frank Hall
John Weatherby
Phillip Vos
David LaVanture
James God
Perry Kile

March 1976 – October 1977
January 1978 – February 1980
May 1980 – March 1986
May 1986 – August 1986 (Interim)
August 1986 – September 1991
September 1991 – March 1995
October 1995 – December 2021
January 2022 – Present

Associate Pastors
Bruce Hockenberry
David LaVanture
Perry Kile

February 1980 – August 1982
June 1990 – September 1991
June 1992 – December 2021

Family of Pastor Frank & Judy Hall

Family of Pastor Phil & Lee Vos

Family of Pastor James & Beverly God

Family of Pastor Perry & Nancy Kile

